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GENERAL  . • ; • 

1.  :•  Tank  battles  and  artillery  duels  continue 
on  both  fronts  this ; morning , but  details  on  the 
fighting  are  sparse.  Israeli  air. activity  in  sup- 
port of  their  ground  forces  continues  to  be  heavy, 
with  Egypt  depending  primarily . on;  its  SAM.  force 
and  Sy rici  using  both  SAMs  and  fighters  in  response 
to  the  Israeli  attacks.'  On  the  Egyptian  front,  _ 
Israeli  air  strikes \ are  concentrated  on  Port  Said  - 
and  near  Ismailia.  'According  to  radio  Damascus, 
Israeli  aircraft  struck  Latakia  and  Tartus  this 
• morning  A " ’ " ~ 


that  at  least  some  of  the  Israeli;  rorce  wnrdii.... . / 

crossed  the  canal  is  still  in  place  near  the 
Sweetwater  Canal  and  Israeli . airoraf t are  providing 
tactical  support.  . ; ..  . 


1 


\ The  Israelis  may  cs  attempting  to  retake — i 
~the  high  ground  lost  yesterday  south,  of  the  roact.J" 
Israeli  forces  flew  at  least  30  air  strikes  in  sup-l 
port  of  their  ground  forces  and  destroyed  at  lea?;t  f 
four  Syrian  fighters  in  air  engagements 


• 

4.'  According  to  Radio  Damascus 
craft  struck  Latakia  and  Tartus  this 

/ 

i 

:mng 


fpor 

'planning^ also  rosuitea  m only  one  Iraqi  battalion 
rather; then  an  entire  brigade  taking  part  in  the 
attack . The  Syrian  command  has  not.  scheduled  the 
Jordanian  force  for  action  today  or  tomorrow  King 
Ilusayn  reportedly,  v.'ill  replace  equipment  and  person- 
nel lost  in  the  action,  ; 


7 , According  to -a  Tel  Aviv  radio  announcement 
today,  Israel  ly> s captured  7T0  ^urafe  slhde  une  "" 
Beginning  oi'  the  war  .,  Tel  Aviv  said  4 G 0 Egyptians , 
220  Syrians , and  22  Iran  is  and  Moroccan:;  had  been 
taken  prisoner.  This'  accounting , as  v/ell  as  reports 
received  from  the  Arab  side,  suggest  that  estimates 
of  Arab  losses  in  the;  fighting  made  early  in  the 
war  may  have  been  considerably  inflated. ^ 

THE  EGYPTIAN  FRONT  ;*  ; . " • 

* • . 

8.  Intense  Israeli  air  activity  continued  in 
the  vicinity  of  Port  Said  throughout  the  morning 
and  into  early  afternoon.  Egyptian;  aircraft  have  • 
been  flying  defensive  patrols,  -but  Cairo -continues 
to  depend  primarily  on  its  surface-to-air  missiles 
and  artillery . I 


9.  • The  Israelis • are  also  flying  ground  support 
for  their  troops  in  the  central  Sinai  east  of 
I small in  and  attacking  SAM  sites  north  of  the  Great 
fitter . Lake  ,\  ‘ 5 “ - I. 


10.'  The  .intensity  of  ground  support  provided 
by  Israeli  aircraft  over  the  Sinai  indicates  that 
the  tank  battle  reported  earlier  today  is  still 
going  on,  but  there  have  been  no  additional  reports 
oh  its  progress.  ; • : 


the  territory  between  this 
ueiensiVe  line  ana  Israel  would  become  a buffer 
zone  which  might  be  supervised  by  a UN  force.  lie 

military  action  beyond  the 
passes  is  considered  suicidal  by  the  Egyptians . 

SOVIETS  'ACTIVE  IN  SYRIA?  ’ . 


• SOVIET  AIRLIFT  | 

13..  This  morning's  Soviet  transport  flight 
'Ctivity  to  the  Middle  East  appears  to  be  at  cibcui 
ic  same  level,  of  iuxten 'i,ivi'|-e,fily;i  Pre- 
liminary analysis  shows  some 

60  AN-12'  aircraft  Ciftner  schsauiect,  on  route  or 
having  landed  in  : the'  Middle  East.  Cairo  and 
Damascus  are  the  '■  destination  for  most  of  these  ' 
flights,'  ; # .•  ; 

i 

14v  ..Yesterday  ;the‘  67  AH-12s  'and  two  AN- 2 2s 
that  flew  to  the -Middle  East  could  have  carried 
about  770  tons  .of  cargo,  bringing  diQ  4,  SOP  tons  tl 
total  cargo  that 'could  have  been  airlifted  since 
.10  October.  ■ ( See  Annex) 


laddie'  East  Port-."  r.ir-T-yjnrf  vMr  materiel',  the  . 

Russians  could  nearly  22,000  tons  of  war 

materiel  by  ID  October  without  any  increase  in 
their  aerial  resupply  effort,  For  example,  four 
oh  the,  UTTipo  wedTe  reported  as  not  carrying  deck  • 
cargo  and  they : alone  would  handle  more  than  500 
tanks  in  be  low -deck  sr.nragp. . It  generally  takes 
a Soviet  arms  carrier  three  days  ho  make  the  trip 
from  Odessa  to  Eastern  Mediterranean  ports  and  12 
days  from  Baltic  ports.  (See  Annex) 

' SOVIET  NAVAL- ACTIVITY  IN  THE  MEDITERRANEAN 


IjS - mih  xi 

-two  LSTs 

may  have 

b n 


carrying 
out  troops , 


nr 


troops  and  26  armored  vehicles.  With- 
the  cargo  capacity  'could  be  increased. 


3.7 . ‘ There  has  boon  littl.e  chance  in  the. 
positions.  Of .Soviet  combatants  ■ in  the  Mediterranean . 


Its  1 ues  uroy ers  , cv/o 


In  addition  to  the  two  LSTs , 
now  include  two  guided-missi 

medium  landing  ships,  and  a minesweeper . The  two 
landing  ships,  declared  for  the  Black  Sea  on  the  20th 
and  may  soon  depart  this  area  to  return. to  the  Black 

Qci  * • ' \ 

10.  ■ The  Soviet  ships  remain  near  the  USS 
.Independence— the  flagship  ox  ,the  Soviet  Mediter- 
ranean ^Squadron— a submarine  tender  and  a cruiser. 
Most  of  the  other  Soviet  combatants  in  the  eastern 
Mediterranean  arc  near  a Soviet  anchorage  east  of 
Crete.  ; . \ 


KOSYGIN:' IN  -CAIRO 


• 19 . 

IPrTmc 

minister  nosynin  is 

on  a trip -nut  aia  not  disclose 

-iChO n <-L  ATs 


I 


Kosygin's  trip  probably  wpuld.be  made  today.  The 
VIP  plane  that  arrived  in  Cairo  yesterday  has  not 
left.  ! . 


Section  there,  tceay  ■ mat  he  neiieveu.  g i it  ■ :s — toi  l — 
reflected  increasing  Soviet  concern  with  developments. 
He  said  Moscow  believed  that,  on  the  one  hand,  an 


Egyptian  military  success  would  encourage  some  Egypt- 
ians to  attach  Israel  itself,  thus  placing  Cairo  in 
direct  confrontation  with  Washington.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  si ad , the  Soviets  thinh  an  Egyptian  failure  * 


would  bo  followed  by  bitter  anti-Soviet  recriminations 
in  the  Arab  world  Jv/anted  • 
an  immediate  cease-tiro  in  place' as  a solution  to  I 
this  dilemma.  • ! 


•21.  Meanwhile/  in  Moscow  yesterday,  party  chief 
Brezhnev  stressed I * 

that  it  was  necessary  to  bring  the  Middle 

East  conflict  to  an  end  by  concentrating  efforts  on 
the  package  solution  envisioned  by  Resolution  242. 

the 

— tfxCT/Tnr;:-/  un  me  necessity  nrmain- 

T^Xnthe  momentum  of  detente . Brezhnev  underlined 
his  loyalty  to  agreements  reached  with  President 
Nixon  and  underlined  that  the  Soviet  Government  and 
party,  hoped  to  expand  them.  ; 

UNITED  NATIONS  ! • ' ' ] 


22. ’•  Although  there 
Security  Council  meeting, 
renewing:  their  diplomatic 
which  seem  to  be  ; focused 
seritatives , suggest  that 
high - 1 e v el  interna tion a ] 
the  progress  of  the  war, 
insisting  on  a full  israc 
territories.  ■ • '■ 


are  still;  no  plans  for  a 
Arab  representatives  are 
activities  . Theirvef forts  , 
on  US  and;  European  repre- 
they  hope;  for  an  eventual 
settlement.  Encourage  by 
however , they  are  still 
li  withdrawal  from  occupied 


'INTERNATIONAL  OI-L 


25.  The  Persian  GulJT  members  of  the  Organiza- 
tion of  Petroleum  Exporting  Countries  (OPEC)  have 
unilaterally  increased  tile  pos tech  price  of  crude 
oil  by  almost  70,  percent.  The  new  prices  will'  in- 
crease the  cost  of  crude  oil  from- the  Persian  Gulf 
by  over  $1  per  barrel  and  add  about  $0  billion  to 
Gu If  ' oil-producing  governments ' revenues  in  19  74. 


. i.n  international  currency  markets  due  to  their 
large  liquid  foreign ; exchange  dollar  holdings.  Still, 
it  is  unlikely  that  the  Arabs  could  coordinate  a 
large  operation  against  the  dollar^  or  that  they 
would -be  .willing  to  dump  the  greater .part  of  their 
dollar  holdings.  They  can  confidently  expect  that  a 
freeze  on  their  liquid  asset  holdings  would  have 
little  impact  since  France  and  Switzerland  probably 
would  not  cooperate  in  such  action  and  the  Arabs  main- 
tain a large  enough  share  of*  their' foreign  exchange 
holdings  and  other  reserve  assets  at  home  to  finance 
their,  imports  for,  many  months.  ; 

US  AIRLIFT  • : ■ • : 

— . , [ . 

i i ; 

29.'  Reuters  report’s  this  morning  the'  detention 
. of  US  news  photographers  attempting  to  photograph  the 
unloading  of  C5A  transports  at  an  Israeli  airfield. 

The  report  said  the  transports  have  been  coming  in 
for  several  d ays "but  their  arrival,  is  a sensitive 
. topic. 

• * . I 

UNITED  KINGDOM  | ' ! 


• 30 The  government’s  arms  embargo  to  the  Middle 
East  is  corning  uxidor;  ihcreasj.ngTTitrB'mfxom— opposition 
members  of  ~i? a r 1 xottt en't~7rnd  the  hr x ti s II  p3Tess  tre~dis  - . 
criminatory  against  Israel.  Both  opposition  Labor- 
Party  leader  Harold  Wilson  and  Liberal  Party' leader 


Jeremy  Thorpe  have  spoken  out  against  the  embargo, 
which  especially  affects  ammunition  and.  spare  parts 
shipments  for  Israel's  British-built  Centurion  tanks. 


31.;  Much' of.  the.  criticism  arose  after  it  was 
learned,  that  the . amburyo  exempted  certain  Arab 
countries  not  directly  involved  in  the  fighting. 
Dubai,  for  .instance/,  will  receive  'a  shipment- .of 
British-made  armored  cars.  The  government  also  an- 
nounced it  will  continue  to  train  ;12  Egyptian  heli- 
copator  pilots.  Pax'liament  is  scheduled  to  hold  an 
emergency  aerate  on  ;thc  Middle  East  and  the  arms 
embargo  today . ■'  • ; 

••  • • ; . • 9 : • 


r 

! 


KUWAIT -JORDAN'  ) ' ! 

r - • . 

i ; . 

32,  . Kuwait? s Council  of  Ministers  announced 
today  its  decision  to  resume  the  annual  subsidy  of 
approximately  $45  million  to  Jordan.  The  subsidy, 
■instituted  following  the  1567  war,  was  suspended 
after  King  Kusayn  began  operations  in  1970  to  oli- 
miniate  the  fedayecn  presence  in  Jordan.  The 
Kuwaiti  announcement  did  not  indicate  whether  sub- 
sidy-payments will  be  retroactive. 

: : ; ' late  item: 

’ . « . • : * * t 

SOVIET  NAVAL  ACTIVITY  ! • 


33.  ! Four  landing  ships 

/ I 

; — r 

One  is  an  Alligator  class  LET 
i others  are  700-ton  LSMs . They 

^ <k , U u u uonsj  ; tue 

TO 


